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The Choice of Small State: 
Why Did Brunei Not Join the Federation of Malaysia in 1963? 

 
Brunei Darussalam is a typical small country in Southeast Asia. Before gaining its 
independence in 1984, Brunei was under British protection as a "protectorate" for many 
years, making it one of the few countries in Southeast Asia that did not gain 
independence. However, since the end of World War II, when the British began the 
process of decolonization, Brunei actually had the same chance as Malaya, Singapore, 
Sarawak and Northern Borneo (now Sabah), which were still under the British colonial 
government -- to join the federation of Malaysia and break away from the British 
colonial rule. But, after several rounds of negotiations, Brunei withdrew at the last 
minute from the 1963 federation agreement with Malaysia, opting instead to remain 
itself as a British "protectorate". 
As a "tiny" country, where there is no prominent economic or military hard power, and 
particularly where shared the similar nationality, culture, religion, language and various 
aspects with Malaya, why did Brunei give up to become a member of the federation of 
Malaysia, but put aside their own sovereignty, choosing to seek asylum in the UK 
instead? What is the reason for Brunei's decision? Based on the consideration of this 
issue, this paper will take Brunei's failure to join the federation of Malaysia in 1963 as 
the main research problem, and analyze the reasons why Brunei finally decided not to 
join the federation of Malaysia by case analysis and process tracking under the 
background of the British policy of "decolonization". 
 


	CV(LATEST)-孔金磊
	研讨会发言题目和概要-孔金磊

